March 19, 2021
Lectionary Passages:
Psalm 51:1-12
Exodus 30:1-10
Hebrews 4:14-5:4
Selected Verses:
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities. – Psalm 51: 8-9
Once a year Aaron shall perform the rite of atonement on its horns. Throughout your
generations he shall perform the atonement for it once a year with the blood of the
atoning sin offering. It is most holy to the Lord. – Exodus 30: 10
Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. – Hebrews 4: 16
Devotional:
Back when Janet and I were volunteering with Young Life, I needed to talk to the Dave,
the high school principal. While I waited outside the office for him to be available, Greg, the
school’s deputy sheriff stopped to visit with Dave as well. When Dave became available, he
invited both Greg and I into the office. As friends, we visited, I asked the questions I needed and
then went on my way.
Little did I know the sensation our visit made at the high school. Some of the students
saw the pastor called into the principal’s office with the deputy sheriff. They knew that if a
student was called into the office with the deputy, something illegal was found in the lockers.
What could the pastor have done to get called to the principal’s office?
It is with that sense of foreboding that we think about entering the presence of God. If we
were called into the Holy of Holies, we would enter with fear and trembling. Simply examining
the last week in our lives, we would know of our uncleanliness and unworthiness. Like Isaiah,
we would realize we have unclean lips amongst a nation of unclean lips (Isaiah 6:5). In the Old
Testament, coming into the presence of God meant death.
Only one person was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle and later in
the Temple. This was where the Arc of the Covenant with the Ten Commandments. These
elements symbolized the covenant between God and humanity. Once a year, Aaron, and then his
descendants as High Priest, could enter the Holy of Holies to offer the sacrifice of atonement. If
anyone else entered, or the High Priest entered in an unworthy manner or at the wrong time, they
would face death.

Uzzah had accidently touched the Arc of the Covenant. The Arc had been recovered from
the Philistines, and King David was having it brought into Jerusalem. When the oxen shook the
Arc that it might slip off the cart, Uzzah reached out and touched the Arc. Uzzah immediately
died. Out of fear, David did not allow the Arc to enter Jerusalem for three months (2 Samuel 6:
1-10).
Yet, once a year, the High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies to offer a sacrifice and
pray on behalf of the people. This happened on the Day of Atonement (At-one-ment or At-onewith). It was the day God forgave the sins of the people and they were at one with God. God
would remember His covenant with the people and the relationship would be restored. This
happened after a time of repentance and fasting.
The writer of Hebrews points out that when humanity selected a High Priest, they had to
enter the Holy of Holies once a year offering the sacrifice of Atonement. Since they too were
sinners, he would need to offer the sacrifice for himself as well as the people. There was always
a need to a sacrifice. Yet, Jesus offered that sacrifice once and for all with the shedding of his
blood. As one who was without sin, he offered himself as the sacrifice to reestablish the
relationship between God and humanity.
In this new relationship, we are allowed to enter the throne room of God. We do not
approach the throne as one being punished. We do not come as one with unclean lips amongst a
people of unclean lips. Instead of a throne of judgment, we come to a throne of grace. Jesus as
our High Priest allows us to enter the presence of God with boldness. We are able to ask God for
grace and mercy to help us in our time of need. God, the King sitting on the throne is there for us
when we are in need.
There is a difference when I entered the principal’s office with the deputy as friends
compared to students entering in judgment. There is also a difference entering the presence of
God as redeemed children of the King with Jesus as our High Priest. This is the meaning of grace
and mercy. With the grace of God, we can truly rejoice and be filled with gladness. Praise be to
God.
Prayer:
Holy God, we sing praises to you, for you alone are worthy of our praise. While we were
sinners, you sent your son as the sacrifice for us. Forgive us when we forget your great sacrifice.
Forgive us when we do not accept your grace and salvation. With Jesus as our High Priest, we
come to you with our prayers in our time of need. You know our prayers, and the prayers for
those close to us. Answer our prayers with your grace and mercy. Send us into your world
sharing your blessings this day that all may give you praise and glory. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

