March 1, 2021
Lectionary Passages:
Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45
Genesis 21:1-7
Hebrews 1:8-12
Selected Verses:
Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually.
Remember the wonderful works he has done. – Psalm 105: 4-5
Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said,
“God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.”
– Genesis 21: 5-6
But of the Son he says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions. – Hebrews 1: 8-9
Devotional:
When life is hard, it is difficult to sing praise to God, to give thanks to God. It seems
especially difficult when we have been following God and it seems God has not kept his
promises. After almost a year of the pandemic, we are beginning to see the light at the end of the
tunnel. There is a bit of hope. Yesterday, over 75% of the people attending worship have
received the COVID vaccine. The numbers on the pandemic in Umatilla County, Oregon and
around the United States continue to go down rapidly. Today, 2nd and 3rd graders return to the
classrooms in Hermiston. Next week, all grade schoolers will be back. There seems to be an end
in sight.
Yet, as I sat down to write this morning, I received a phone call from my mother-in-law.
Last night we learned her aunt and uncle had been diagnosed with COVID. Her Uncle Chuck
had been in and out of the hospital over the past year with many health issues. Last night, he had
stopped breathing and was taken to the hospital. He died overnight. While it will be listed as a
COVID death, we knew the day was coming. At the same time, we deal with Janet’s dad,
Rodger, recovering from a stroke. So, while we see the light at the end of the tunnel, we still deal
with the darkness.
I know that we are not alone. Many within the church, and within the community are
dealing with similar situations today. Psalm 105 opens with “give thanks to God… sing to Him.”
In the midst of the darkness, it is difficult to give thanks, to sing praise. During these times, the
Psalmist tells us how we can do this. First, we are to seek the Lord’s strength. It is not by our

strength that we can overcome the darkness, give thanks and sing praise. It is by allowing God’s
strength to be with us. As Jesus states, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light” (Matthew 11: 29-30). The image Jesus gives is of two oxen plowing a field.
They are able to help each other. When we realize we need help, Jesus offers us this yoke to help
us bear the burden.
When we are able to sing God’s praise and seek His presence when we are going through
life’s struggles, we are able to laugh with God when we see glimmers of hope. After waiting ten
years, God fulfilled his promises to Abraham and Sarah. At 90 years old, when she should be a
great grandmother, Sarah is laughing at the birth of her son. As I looked for a picture for today’s
devotional, most the images were of a younger woman. The picture above is an image of an
elderly mother filled with joy and laughter. We remember that God has kept his promise.
This promise found fulfilment in Jesus Christ. The book of Hebrews is quoting Psalm 45:
6-7. In its original context, it referred to the king of Israel, yet it had become a passage to point
toward the Messiah. God’s Messiah will reign forever and ever in righteousness. Jesus is above
the angels, above all. As followers of Jesus Christ, we follow the one who has created the
heavens earth, and in anointed with oil as the priest who brings us into right relationship with
God. In the end, the light at the end of the tunnel is not the end of the pandemic, but the gift of
eternal life with Jesus as our Lord.
Prayer:
Almighty God, we give you thanks and sing praise to you. Throughout history, you have
displayed your faithfulness. In keeping your promises with Abraham and Sarah, you brought
laughter. In keeping your promises through Jesus, you have brought us salvation and new life.
May we be filled with laughter and praise for your faithful love. As we live in this in-between
time, be near to us during the daily struggles of life. Draw near to those who need your presence
today. In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

