March 22, 2021
Lectionary Passages:
Psalm 119:9-16
Isaiah 43:8-13
2 Corinthians 3:4-11
Selected Verses:
How can young people keep their way pure?
By guarding it according to your word. – Psalm 119:9
You are my witnesses, says the Lord,
and my servant whom I have chosen,
so that you may know and believe me
and understand that I am he. – Isaiah 43: 10
Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are
competent of ourselves to claim anything as coming from us; our competence is from
God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant.
– 2 Corinthians 3: 4-6
Devotional:
I have served on jury duty a few times. During the course of the trail, I listened to the
evidence. Both sides brought witnesses. Some witnesses were people who had seen what had
happened. Some were expert witnesses, explaining how something could or could not have
happened. At the end of the evidence, we had to decide the innocence of guilt based on the
evidence. Only one time, I was a witness. The person had already been convicted and was before
the judge for sentencing. I appeared before the court as a character witness. As the person’s
pastor, I shared with the judge the remorse expressed by the person. He had admitted his crime,
and was truly sorry for his actions and wished to make full restitution for his crime.
As I wrote last week, Jesus is our High Priest, or witness before the throne of grace. By
the law of Moses, we have been found guilty. The result of not being able to follow the law leads
to death and separation from God. Yet, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we have an
advocate of the court on our behalf. When we admit our guilt, and accept Jesus as our Lord and
Savior, we receive complete forgiveness. It is not like my trying to get the judge to give a lenient
sentence. Through Jesus, the sentence has been canceled. God in his great mercy has washed us
clean and given us new life.
This new life is through the new covenant in Jesus Christ. While the old covenant of law
and justice led to death, the new covenant leads to life. When we are given a new lease on life,
we have eyes to see and ears to hear the mercy and grace of God. God has revealed Himself to us
as a Father with great love toward His children. When we fully grasp the grace, we want to live
into the covenantal relationship with God. In the old covenant, our responsibility was to follow
the Law. In the new covenant, we are to live into the grace offered through Jesus Christ.

Living into the new covenant requires becoming disciples and apostles of Jesus Christ.
As disciples, we keep God’s word in front of us. Spending time in Scripture and in prayer we
stive to walk the path God has laid out before us. God’s word is a light guiding us in the way to
live. When we forget to listen to God’s word, it becomes easy to wander off the path of
salvation. God’s word serves as a roadside markers keeping us safe and going forward.
When we are following Jesus Christ, we seldom pay attention to the roadside markers.
Yet, when we go through the storms of time, those markers are necessary. When the road seems
to be covered, we can use the markers to keep us in the right path.
As apostles, we are sent out as witnesses to God’s grace and salvation. Scripture tells us
that many people will have ears that do not hear God’s grace and eyes that cannot see God’s
goodness. And all too often, our lives are not good character witnesses for Christ. It is not by our
competence; it is God’s holiness and grace that empowers us to be witnesses. God chooses to use
ordinary people, like you and me to be His witnesses. What we can witness is about His
character. We can witness to God’s redeeming love and salvation. We can point to what Jesus
has done in our lives.
This week, may we spend time in God’s word as disciples continuing to learn to
faithfully follow Jesus. Then, may we spend time in God’s world as apostles as witnesses sharing
the grace of Jesus Christ with others. In both actions, we pray that God will open ears to hear and
eyes to see the glory of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Prayer:
Almighty God, by your grace in Jesus Christ, you have called us to follow you. Forgive
us when we do not keep your word as the guiding light upon our path. Bring us back into the
way you would have us go. May your word guide us as disciples and send us out as your
witnesses to our family, neighbors and friends. In us, you have established your new covenant of
grace through Jesus. May we rely on your competence and faithfulness today. Empower us with
your Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

